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Himalayan Languages
Symposium

The 3rd Himalayan Languages
symposium was held in the University of

California, Santz Barbara from July 18-20 th,

1997. The four Nepalese linguists who
participated were Dr. Uma Shrestha and Mr.
Daya Shakya from Oregon, Dr. Ramavatar
Yadav, Joint Secretory, Ministry of
Education, and Dr.Yogendra Yadav, a
member of the Royal Nepal Academy. Dr.
Shrestha and Mr. Shakya presented papers
on the issues of Nepali and Newar languages
whereas Dr. Ramavatar Yadav and Dr.
Yogendra Yadav discussed topics on.
Maithili, Hindi and Nepali languages.
Himalayan language scholars from US, UK,
China, India, the Netherlands, Australia,
Sweden, and Nepal were present at the
symposium. They discussed the various
issues and research findings in the
Himalayan languages. It was also announced
that the 4th and 5th symposium will be held
in Pune, India in November 1998, and in
Kathmandu, Nepal in 1999, respectively. If
you make & plan to be in Kathmandu the
symposium will be held in the last week of
November in joint collaboration with the
Department of Linguistics, Royal Nepal
Academy, and Linguistic Society of Nepal.

Lions Club Governor in Town

The Governor of the Lions Club in
Kathmandu # 325, Mr, Shree Prakash
Pradhan and her wife Sabitri made a short
visit to Portland after attending the
international convention of Lions Club
members in Philaldelphia. While he was in
Portland, Namaste took a moment to chat
with him regarding his involvement in the
club. Please refer to an interview with him in
this newsletter (page 5).

Save the Children’s

Coordinater Shobha Lama
We also had an opportunity to welcome

Miss Shobha Lama in Portland this summer,

she was on her way back home in Nepal. Miss
Lama is an active social worker affiliated with
the Save the Children International Office in
Kathmandu. It was a great pleasure to know
her ideas of implementation {o prevent the
child abuse and woman trafficking problems
in Nepal. Her activities in social work carried
on through the Save the children project in
Nepal. It is worthy to know what is going on
while we are so far away from our nativeland.
Namaste appreciates her providing us the
information of activities done by Save the
Children International. Please see (page 4) for
interview.

Oregon Teachers’ Nepal Trip

This summer 13 teachers from Oregon’s
public schools will travel to Nepal, thanks to
a $50,000 Fulbright -Hays grant awarded to
Portland State University, Co-sponsored by
the Oregon Geographic Alliance ( $40,285),
Portland State University (811,932}, and the
Himalayan Research Bulletin ( $2,712). The
teachers work shop in Nepal is fundad under
the Department of Education’s Group Projects
Aboard Program.

The Project authors, Barbara Brower, and
Teresa Bulman, Department of Geography
Portland State University designed this
seminar 1o introduce ieacher consultants of
the Oregon Geographic Alliance to the
environmental and cultural complexities of
allocation and management of natural
resources in Nepal, The setting, Sagarmatha
National Park, will provide a rich cross-
cultural experience as a vehicle to expand
participants’ understanding and appreciation
of other peoples while providing hands-on
training in techniques of cultural and
environmental field research.

The workshop offers the teachers an
exciting and productive international
experience that will prepare them 1o engage
their students in innovative comparative
studies of the Himalaya and the Cascades.
The teachers will gain cultural infusion of
Nature and society in Nepal through home in
the work an site visits. They will participate

in conservation practices within the
context of Nepalese law and society. The
experience will prepare them to infuse
their classrooms and curriculum with
international studies material generated
by the seminar.
- Carol Davidson

Japanese Monk Shot te

Death _

A Japanese monk Ven. Yunataka
Nawatame was shot to death by masked
men in Lumbini the birth place of
Buddha. Ven. Nawatame was working in
the World Peace Pagoda construction.
The reason is still unknown as to why he
was killed. This lilling event of 2 human
in the birth place of the Buddha is '
condemned by many social organizations
in Nepal (KPost 7/5/97).

Norbu’s Sad Story .

Norbu visited the US in November
1996, After a couple of months he started
exhibiting signs of the flu. Suddenly,
one morning he collapsed and was
rushed to the Hospital in Portland. After
a few days he was discovered that he had
a rare form of Tuberculosis which has
settled in his spinal column; he was
paralyzed from the chest down. He was
placed in isolation for three months .
battling the disease with medicine and
mantras.

Now comes the next very important
chapter in Norbu’s life. What will
happen to him If he is sent back to home
where the medicine and specialized
medical care he needs are not available ?
Will ail the excellent care and help he
has received be for naught ? Through
this entire ordeal, Norbu has maintained
the acceptance of his fate, kept his quict
smile, and made a constant effort to
improve. If you can offer any help, for
the medicine he will require for another
year, foster care, or best of all
sponsorship to stay in America longer,
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wounld give him hope for the future, and his life.
If you would like to meet Norbu, or further
information on way of helping him please call
David Wala @ 503-335-8008.

Rose Festival Parade

It was fun to watch the Rose festival parade
whether from a room window or standing on a
sidewalk in Pertland. How exciting it wounld be
if you kmew some one who is right in the parade
waving saying Namaste to you and you clap
hands and cheer as the andience. How proud
they are to be in the parade? The parade is open
for every one. If you wish you could be in the
parade too. This has not happened vet for the
Nepalese community until this year. In Portland
the Rose festival is for every community. With
this opinion, on behalf of the US west coast
Tackwondo Hollywood, Diwakar Maharjan and
Sudip Shakya and Kathrin Watldn participated
in the Junior Rose Festival parade on June 4th
and made demonstration of usage and
importance of having trained in Tackwondo.
Namaste thanks them for their participation in
the parade,

Dibesh’s wedding

It is a great pleasure to report family
related news from the Nepalese community.
This time we are proud to announce that Mr.
Dibesh Shrestha, only son of Mr. Durga
Bahadur and Mrs. Basudha Shrestha, got
married with Ms. Anupama Shreshta, the
Daughter of Dr. Dev Bahadur and Mrs. Shrestha
with traditional rituals and ceremonies in
Portland, Oregon. Namaste congratulates Dibesh
and Anupama and wishes them a happy life
together. It is leamned from family sources that
Anupama’s parents came from Nepal to
organize the wedding ceremony with full
enthusiasm. The Shresthas are proud Nepalese
families who keep the Nepalese tradition alive in
Portland. Namaste appreciates their contribution
in making the Nepalese community grow by
keeping the Nepalese culture and tradition alive
in Portland, Oregon. Our special thanks to all
of them,

Spring Graduation

We have learned from student resources
that Sunita Gurung graduated from U of O with
a bachelor degree in computer science.
Similarly, Archana Thapa also graduated from
the U of O with master’s degree in Interior

graduated from High school. She is
going to U of O this fall for further
study. Similarly, Bhima Shakya has
completed middle school and is going 1o
Benson High to persuade her study in
Health science. Namaste congratulates
all of them for their successfil
completion of study and wish them good
luck for furiher achievement.

Gold Medall

Among the participants, Sudip
Shakya was the only Nepalese
competitor in the national Tackwondo
championship which was held in the
Clackmas Community College in May
1997 in Portland. Sudip won the gold
medal in his excellent performance of
forms among his age group in the
championship. In the same occasion
Kathrin Watldn(Maharjan) also won the
gold medal in her performance.
Namaste Congratulations Sudip and
Kathrin for their good job. Keep it up

EUys.

Taekwondo Championship

in Kentucky

The 17th Junior Olympic
Taekwondo Championships was held in
Freedom hall Louisville, Kentucky. On
behalf of the US west Taekwondo Mr.
Diwakar Maharjan (Dan) participated in
the Championship as a coach for the
Oregon state. Out of 4,200 competitors,
49 were from the State of Oregon.
Seven of them were traired in the
Hollywood branch of Taekwondo
schools.

Visit b§‘ Friends and

Families

Many of the friends and family
members from Nepal have visited their
families in spring and summer this vear,
According to family sources Bibek
Shrestha’s parents came to attend his
sister Anupama’s wedding with Dibesh
Shrestha. Prasanna and Kabir's parents
well kmown Singer Prem Dhwoj
Pradhan and his wife visited them in
Portland. Mrs. Shree Mathema’s
brother Sriprakash Pradhan and his wife
Sabitri made a short visit to their sister,

Architecture. In Tillamook, Aruna Pradghan has

Raja Shrestha’s parents Mr. and Mrs.

Hom Bahadur Shrestha visited him. In- -
addition, miss Shobha Lama visited hier -
brother Bidhan Lama in Portland. v
Similarly, Binod Kansakar’s Parents Mr. .~
and Mrs, Tirtha Bir Singh with their "
daughter also visited him and staved fora"
month and half in Eugene. It was exciting .
for all of them 1o see their relatives tlus L
yedr.

TARA a Novel _
A well known American writer’ R
Matthew 5. Friedman has publisheda
novel titled “Tara” that is based on the sad
stories of Nepalese girls who were involved
in the flesh business in India. The novel .
presents an attractive scenario on how - - "
Nepalese girls are being forcibly sold intg
prostitution by evil pimps. It is informative -
to read about the horrible situation -
Nepalese girls have been facing in mny"of i
the Indian brothels{ KPost7/10/97).

Guphaa Raakhne (Keeping
in Cave Ceremony} R
A tradition of “Guphaa Raakhne” for 3

a young Newar girl, is still common in the
Newar family. This tradition of “guphaa
raakhne” ( Baaraa tayegu) shows a girl -
who is about to reach puberty. Itis .
considered the parents’ duty to organize a -
ceremony prior 1o the first occurrence of - -
her mensural cycle. According to this =~
ceremony a girl is kept in a room where. -
sun rays are blocked for a week. During -
this period she can play with any female
playmates however she is not permitted to -
see a male person’s face. On the Hhday = =
she is nicely dressed like a bride and takes
a darshan(to observe) of the sun as her ~ -~
second husband or the protector. The first

marriage is with the bel-fruit(wood apple} -
during the thi ceremony. Then she is taken
10 rituals to the lord Ganesh for good luck -
and prosperity. It is mentioned in the ntual: '
texts that once a girl goes through this - -
ritual her married life will not be a painful -
one. In Portland, Mr. Raja and Mrs. Sunita "
Shrestha have organized this ceremony for -
their daughter Karishma. It is reminded
that she had gone through the thi e
ceremony a few years ago that wasalso
mentioned in this newsletter. Namaste .
congratulates Karishma for her successful -
transition from childhood to youth stage.. -
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Namaste!

Hew Faces!

It is always a pleasure 10 welcome new

Nepalese faces in Oregon during the
period between every issue of Namaste.
This time we are happy to introduce
Ishwor Man Bajracharya, Kamal Parivar
and Ganesh Ale in Portland, and Mita
Shrestha in Wilsonville. Please welcome
them in the community.

Thinking sbout Dasain and
Tihar!

As soon as the hot summer weather is

~ over we will be thinking about the
upcoming Nepalese national holidays
such as the Dasain and Tihar. If you

Spounsorships

This issue of Namaste has been financed
by the Shrestha family in Salem, Oregen. Our
thanks go to Uma and Kush Shrestha for their
generous suppart in making this newsletter
available to Nepalese and friends of Nepal
community in Oregon. We would also like to
thank Mr. Diwakar Maharjan in Portiand,
Oregon for his contribution to cover the
mailing expenses. This is your newsletter.
Please help us to keep it going to know each
other among us. Without your help it will not
move on Lo establish a chapter in the history of
Nepalese Community in Oregon. We believe it
is your turn to say “ves I will do it” for the next
issue. Please pive us a call @777-43893 to
confirm your sponsorship. Many many thanks.

have any plans Lo organize a party o
celebrate the Dasain 1997, please let us
know, so that we can circulate the
message to all who might be interested
1o join with us and extend Dasain
greelings . Any idea, suggestion or
recommendation will be appreciated.
Thanks for your cooperation.

Nepali Songs in CD

Prasanna and Kabir the proud sons
of famous Nepali singer Premdhwoj
Pradhan have recorded an album on
compact disc named “Maya Namaara.”
It is going to be in the market very
soon, the cost is $14.99. If you wish to
purchase i, please contact Prasanna
@ (503)526-0642.

Come and see the demostration!
Take u free lesson for a weekl

USWC Taekwondo
Hollywood, Portland

HUeohl Bo
- me Ten

T HeTh 1O §

T YT TR g

T o Teg

uT ST T X

el T T FB g

T U Y HiTo L
oo EE T
: Contribution to Namaste! ;
i !
: Yes, I would like to contribute :
g S (oo "
B s g
! dollars) for the up-coming !
8 projects and printing costs of
: Namaste. Please include mein |
1 your mailing list. 8
i i
P . q
" N e eeeer e eaees "
B veernrrrinietraeeni e rar e et raes 1
: Address :
U PRI R i
e i
i 1
I ................................................ s
' 1
I i

For details please contact at (503)284-7843

Namaste!

P.O.Box 20581

Portland, OR 97290,

Stamp
Here




	SKMBT_C35206121719540.pdf
	SKMBT_C35206121719550.pdf
	SKMBT_C35206121719551.pdf
	SKMBT_C35206121719560.pdf

