nAugust 8, 2003, NAC

& hosted the RemjhamSanjhe,
a cultural program consising of
folk and modem Nepali songs, as
well as comic skits a the Portland
State University. The Presiderd of
NAO Daya Shakya welcomed
guest artists and sudience atthe
Ramjhem Sangha The program
was brought to Portland in support
of Helping Hands Health

E ducation Organization based in
Boulder, Coloradn. 247 Nepalis
and their friends from the

morihres regnng, incheding
Washirgzton andIdsho, e oved
the show. Itfestared famous
Nepali singers like Ram Knshna
Dhakel Kurdd Mokte andthe
gomic duo of Madan Krighna
Stresthaand Hai Bandhs
Acharys, incdluding & singsy,
SaranaShrestha. Ancther famous
singer, Nabin Bhattarad, wes

£10)

scheduled to appear at the show, but
hadto unex pectedly rebam o

Kathm andu because of the untimely
demise of his father, Widkkunds
Bhattarai. We express our deepest
sympathy and condalence 1o Nebin
Bhattarai and his femily.

O a happy nots, the show gol off to
a melodic start with Ram Krighina
Dhakal’s beautiful songs. [twasa
perfect setup for the artist Kuntt
Moktan, whose moderne-folk sengs
lifted m.xdtensev off their sats and
o
the program, a new singer{also the
daughtet of Madan Kriskma
Shresthd), Sarana Shrestha,
performed beawtiful songs. She
mentioned that Porlland felt much

more like Kathmandu then sty other

ailies they have been onthe tour.

The highlights of Ramjham Sanjh
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were the two comic preserdations by the famous
MAHA group- IMadan Krishtie Shredhas and Har
Bansha Acharva. A duet song (chorus) called "Dahari
Geet" was aclassic

piece that will be
remembered by the
Nepali community of
Oregon for alonglime
o come. The dust song
drametizedthe act of
courtship and flirting
between a middle-aged
man played by Madan
Krishan Shrestha and &
middle-aged watman.
played by Hari Bansha Acharya. They were supported
by ayoung group of local talents: Sameer
Bhattarai, ¥ ngech Khanal, Roji Malsker and Amisha
Bhattarai.. The evening was brought to a closure with
the Airport skit feahwring the MAHA duo. They
depicted the hilarious events between a Nepali iraveler
and a British immigration official & the London
Irternational Afrporl. Even though the show had to be
cut shord, we hope everyone in the sudience enjoyed the
night, in true Mepali style withlsughter and
entertainment.

MAC is very gratefid 1o have the support of 70
commurity members, who financially commitied to
brringthe atlists to Portland It wouldnothave been
possible without their help. We are also very
appreciative of ow guests who came to engoy the show
fFrom Badee and Seatile. Our spacial grafthids goesto
Kusha Bhatterad for his efforts to bnng the artists to
Portland. We also would like to thank Sheist Bhattarat
for making the Smith Auditorium Belroom etPorlland
State Universily available and for being the MC of the
program. She did & wonderful job. NAO would also
like to extend its spprecigtion io local Nepali families
who hosted lunches, dinners, and lodging for o
visiting artists. And our hearifel} thanks goes to &l of
youwho vaolwteeredio make the show a grand success

Owr specidl thanks to Dibesh Shrestha, Nirej SHrestha and
Kabir Pradhan for their help inmanaging the sound system
andihe stage.

5 A
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The ircome and

Income Rate | Coumnds | Total
Committed Palrons $40 70 |$2,80000
General Admisdon $20 80 1$1,600.60
Students $10 60 |$600.00
Seaiﬂe Group $10 37 |§59200
Expenses Total
Contribution To Helping Hands $2,500.00
Sound Sydem $410.00

i seell areous Expenses $4d6.74
Iionsy Returnied to Commitied $475.00
Total Expensss $3,831.72
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n ant Farewell

Artist Recepti

v behalf of NAQ, the executive committee membet,
# Shudhodan Reanjit, hosted a pofluck dinner on August

6 & his residence in hanor of visiting
artists of the Remfham Seyha. Thank
youShuddhodan and Rits Renjit for
hosting the dirmer reception

Similaly, onAugust 12, a farewell
party was organized for the visiting
artists & the US West Coast
Taskwondo Schodl inHellywood.
Duting this occasion, Madan Krishana
and Hari Banshe Acharya expressed
their apprecigtionto the N epali community of Poriland for
their generous hospitality. Atthe reception NAO president
Daya Shakye presented the ariists good wishes and thanlk
you cards signed by community members present &t the
reception Hethanked them for their ex cellent program and
willingness to meet the Nepeli community members of
Oregon

Interview with the Artists

[ amaste will publish the interview with the artists in

1. ¥ its next issue. Artists will discuss their experiences
and contributions o the development of Nepali comedy and
P cutbare,

summer Picnic 2003

NAD organized the anral summer picnic at Oaks Patk on
Ture 21, 2003, In spite of the down powring raing the
attendees of the picnic erjoyed the gathering and a variety
of food end barbeque. Unforhunately, various planned
sparts hed 1o be cancetled due to the rain. However, the tug

of wet was not canceled and it was a lot of fun A total
of 111 people diendedthe pionic.

Atotal of $910.77 was collected from the picnic
patticipants, including

$103 .77 in demati on for the
purchase of the supplies. The
total expenses, includingthe

patk and service rental was
$995 08 withthe net loss of $
2532, Owr tharksto
Kanhaya asnd Narvada
Vaidya for providing
deliciousice cream. We also
want to thenk India Palace
and Seattle Space Needle Restawant far providing gift
certificates

12003 Celehiration

he annual Dasain party was organized on October

11 at the Highland Park Iiddle School in
B eaverton, Oregon The everd brought together
community members to celebrate ihe festivals of Dasan
and Titwar, Inthe welcome speech delivered by the
President of NAO, D aya Shakys, greeted all the guests
on the auspicious ovcasion of the Pjaya Dashami. He
also thanked Amipama Shrestha and Sagar Onta for their
bl i coordinaiing the eveni, Abod 149 commoaly
members aftendedthe program, including American
friends and femilies.

NAC waouldlike to thank R v and Mima Mali for
preparing the delicious Mepali food far the party. Special
thanks 1o the ficstlady Jayashn Shekys, who warked to
make sure everyone had eaten before she even took her
first bite. HAO presented the QWS family trip tickets to

¥
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Raju Iali as atoken of appreciation for his voluntery
catering of the food.

The Kdswete ertertained with a clown meking balloons,
They also participatedinhelping to draw the lucky winners
for the reffle prizes whichinduded chocolates, gift
cerdificates for B estan Robbins, complimentary dirmer at
Bali Restarant, Gifte From Afar, Thamel.com, Katmandu
store gifts, and tickets o ONVESI

The highlight of the cultural program of the eveningwas a
presentation of traditional Nepali tune of Malashree dhem
on aflute by Dillu Thapa. This was a great way to bring the
spitit of the Dashian season dlive. There were many
beautiful perfermances including dences from Manisha
Shrestha and Dipita Thapa, & piece of karacke by Dillu
Thapa thrilled the audience and MitthHaes's song elso got
the audience clapping with erthusiasm. The beautiful vocal
songs presented by Simnik Tul adhar, Shashindra
Bajracharya and Tara Karki captured the audiences, The
folk chorus song (Do) presented by members of Thapa
family (Dilly, Sunita, Birendra and L axm dlong with Tara
Karki and Hari Ranabhat was great The GangaBhattarsi’s
comic skit was another highlight of the program. Daya
Shakya also rectted & poem about experiences of hus life.
We wouldlike to thank Dibesh Shrestha for maling the
sound system work well Helen Ward made an
armouncement ebout the Nepali language class.

NAO expresses sincere spprecigion io following
individud s for their assistence in decoraling the hall and
setting up the sage: Bikas Mahmjan and Buva Relng

it Bty
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NAO also appreciates the al famﬂv
volunieered 1o set up end serve the food

’Hu“; Shresihe

everyone who

Atotal of $1608 was raised from the admissionfees The
iotal cost of the program was $1263. NAOD expressesits
gratitude to 4l individudls nd busimesses whomads
donstions of sponsored gift certifi cates for the Dashain
cel ebr ation parly.

lepali Cultire Show at Sal

Island

fiey witnessing the exemplary Himalayan Night show
rgarized by NAO in the surnarmer of 2002, Dave

Iviclinari recquested M AO to put together a cultural program
for his friends in his ranch in Sauvie Island. Daya Shakya,
with the help of Bal Kaishna Joshi, organized the show. The
talented artists of the cormmunity were able to perform with
onlya few hows of rehearsal. The show featured songs and
dances by Laxman Darlamee, Mine Mali, Roji Malakar,
Sudip Shakya, Dipa Malakar, Sandeep Paudyal, Devi
Ivlears, Bal Krishna Joshi, Suve Shakyra, Sashindre
Bapracharys, Kebin Maharjan and lastbut not the least,
Dl Thape 1t shodd be nobkd el Do espeoially
requesterd that the song Deud Re be performed. Dillu
Thapa, who was in Utak prior o the show, cut his vacation
short to performn Deust song, NAO thanks Dillu Thapa and
his family for their dedication in making the program
successtul. The wmasters of the ceremony were Bhima
Shakys and Segar Onta, who did an outstanding job of
engaging the audience by quizzing them on facts about
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Nepal inbetween the songs, At the end of the show, the
audience danced and leamed to dance o Nepali songs.

NAQ was dble to generate an incorae of $1,351 from the show
{hrough contributions frorm Deave and his friends. The expenses
of the show were $202, resulting in e net profit of $1,149.

Our thanks to Dave Molinan for giving us the opportunity to

o

B8 O AT B e S
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perform and showceese our talents and cultural heritage. Owr
sincere gratitude 1o all the artists and volunteers who helped
put the show together. You can view the pictwes of the show
at:

ntfredidaneepelinanadds coxofde pedi Favhy hira

NAQ is very impressed with the willingness of our arfists in
organizing & cultural program with onlya few hours of
practice. Such a program promotes Nepali cultare and
tighlig his owr contrbutions to the Oregon coramunity. With
the support of the aviiste, MAT would Bhe io continos

organizing such prograras in the future.

Yhis yeat, three friendship soccer matches were
crgarized between ow community teamsin
Porfland and Sesttle on July 12, August 9 end31 . As a
result of the soccer acivities from
 last yeat, & good number of players
| showedup during the three matches.
NAQ encourages all of youio
participate in and suppori the games,
and other suchrecreational sports

activities in our community.

Shom 3tSauvie Island

Ly

NW Nepali Pichic atSea

NAO thanks the members of the Nepal Seattle S ociety
BEE) for hosting the Znd Annual North West W epali
Picnic ai the Lake SammamishPak on August 31,
7003, Dwing the picnic, Madin Acherya (President,
Y ancouver BC Nepali community), Ravi Rana
(President, Nepal Seattle Society) and Daya Shakya
had exchanged views on different issues relatingto
1 eommngiier o i
behatf of AD, Dd};d“»
members and atiendants, He also smounced that the
HNAO would host the third ammusl picnic during the
Lehor Day weekend in 2004, The Oregon group
inchaded 18 individuals at the picric. NAQ appreciates
the time and efforts of our community members who
toak pertin the fun filled pienic in Seatile.

?.T;;( it o Wrathnre ”xg: e ey

abwa @reeted the guess, hos
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¢~y n Octaber 26, 2003, the third annual Idhmpoga

A\ ceremony was orgarized on the occesion of Tiher and
Nepal Sembat New year 1124 at the US West Coast
Taekwondo Schod at Hdllywood. It was attended by 55
individuals including American friends and families,
Attending parficipants exchanged grestings of Hhinfisz by
receiving sagoon and fikaa after the Mandala pooja.

Onthe same occasion, a Swayambar-wedding ceremony was
aleo conducted for Kishor Shrestha and Sabine Rejbhandar,
the Taekw ando players of Bellingham, Washington. The
attended guests congratul ated the newly wedded couple. The
ceremony was followed by a delicious traditional samaya
begi potluck feast The orgardzers of the ceremony extend
their appreciationto sll those who participated inthe pooja

and potluck.

nership Fee

tihe executive meetingheld on July 6, 2003, the NAO
I % decided to begin accepling membership fees fram all
interested individuals of Nepadlese community and friends of
Wepal The regstered members will gst sperial benefits ol
all the programs organized and sponsmed by ihe MAD. W
sncourage all of you to officially become part of the NAO
and join us to build a better and stronger Nepeli community.
Anyinterested individuals can fill oul the enclosed
membership form and sendit back to us with & paymentio
the NAQD treasurer Hart Ranabhat, We will acknowledge
yow membership when we receive your form and payment.

NAD S

Et iswith great pleasure that N A0 announces the
purchase of a sound system worth$1,100 to
enhance the quality of our shows. Inthe past, NAO
has rented such system ot a cost of as much as
$400/show. We hope tobreak even on the
investmert in sbout a yeer. NAQ is also exploring
the potential to rentthe system to various

organizati ons intownin hopes of generating some
incom e from the irvestment. The system will also
be made available for NAO members at discounted
rental prices. The current NAG sound system
includes: One 300 Watts tms/charmel amplifier, One
22 chennel mixer with 24bit Digital Effects
processor, two 600 watt i s/1200 watt peak 2 way

ound syst

speakers withtwo 15 inch woofer anda hom
tweeter, twro wireless mict ophones along with:
necessary cahles and two microphone stands with
onie boom. NAQ ismuch obliged to Dibesh(Dave)
Shrestha for volunteeting his tine to resesrch and
order a systetn with the "the best-bang-for-the-buck”
for cash strapped NAO. He has agreed to be the
cusiodian for the system. If you are interested in
renting or helping oul with the system, please
pentact Bagar Orte or Dibesh (Dave) Shrestha

%%@@&

language G/

HAG g very committed to see that our voung
children leamn MNepali language so it will be an asset
to his or her fubwre growth We are always ready to
offer help. Let us hear from you astowhal cowrse
of aclon we should be taking, We just do not want
o youngsters 10 be deprived of the significant pait
of owr cultwrdl heritage—ithe language. If you are
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interested in the program, please contact Amipama
Shrestha (503) 524-7315.

Survey Report

uring the summey picnic this year, we passedout e

smvey form to collect community members” opizion
on a variety of issues relating to cunrent as well as future
activities of the NAQ. Since we were only shle to geta few
wsponses, We encourage you to fake a moment io fill out the
enclosed swvey form and send it back o us. Your opinions
ave very irmportant to us as it will help guide our planning of
future events. The result of the survey willbe published in
future Namaste publication as well as in owr website:
www.nepaloregon.org.

ternational Filim Festival

NAO has received a letter of request from the North west
Film Center to sponsor a Nepali movie for the 27th

Interna tional Film Festival which will be held frora February
13 to 28, 2004. &ccording o the Center, axound 100 films
from 30 different counties will be screened during the
festival. We encourage all of you fo take this opportanity o
experience the different cultures of the participating
gountties. NAO 1s currently considering the progpect of
sponsoring a Nepali film at the festival. We will post further
information on the NAO website once the details have been
finalized.

letter from the President

ast month we celebrated two festrvals: 2060 Bada

Dashain and Tihar. T hope everyone hadagood time
vith their friends and farnilies dunyg these euspicious
accasions. I am positive that this tradition of celebrating
Mepali festivals in Portiand will, in some sraell way, fulfill
the exaptiness created by being awsy from your loved ones

in Nepal. NAC will continue to work hard fo make these
gatherings o splendid experience each year. Way the
almighty goddesses Durga Bhawani end Maha Laxmi
bless us all with prosperity end good health all wear.

Since the formafion of the new NAO executive committee
last April, NAO has successfull y organized the Suramer
picnie, the Ranghem Sagha cultural show, the Sumener
picnie, the Dwshain celebration and the publication of
Namaste Newsletter. These events would not have been
successful without the help of my fellow dedicated
merbe s of the comraitiee . T would like fo take this
opportunity to thank them for their support and hard work
in making these NAO events successful. To make NAO
stronger, we will implerent the merbexship drive, and
collect more swmve y fonms from the comraumity in order to
undertake worthy projects in the upcoming years. I would
also like 1o thank all of you for the support you have given
o NAO. We hope to see you all agam at the up- coming
events.

- Dazra Shakya

unteer

ﬁ% tihe executive meeting held on July 6, 2003, the
£ mredio recoguze an omstancing voluies was
brought up, The committes unammessly chose Rogt
Maldkar for the award. Roji Malakat's participation
and commitmentto the promotion of Mepali culture in
locat cotrunrities has beenremarkable. Since 198,
Roii has been actively presenting Mepali folk dancesin
mariy of our cultural programs. She was also invied as

a guest artistin many other festivals and celebrations
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including Asian Celebration inEugsne
(1996, 1998, 2003), the Kathmandu
Night in Sen Francisco, C A (2001), and
the New Year celebtration in Seattle,
VWA (2002). She was mne of the key
perform ers in the Himalayan Night
(2002) end Dave Molinari’s party
(2003). She made & pleasani
contribution to the Ramjlzam Sargha
(2003). She has also presented Nepali
folk dancesin the Asian Heritage
festivel in Downtown Portland (2001)
and the Asian Reporter’s volunteer

recogrition banguet and so on. In
recognition of her outstanding
contributionto the community, Koy wall
be awarded with a cash prize and e cerlificate al a fulire
NMAQ event. We have sleo made & comtuitment io
recogrize outstending individuals in the community for
their voluntary confributions.

Special Congratulation

HAO is very peoud 1o ammaice that our very own
member, Bal Krishne Jochi was selected the Alumni of
the ¥ esr by Lewis & Clark College, Portlend. Tt 1s indeed
a prestigions recogritioninlight of the vad and

distingui shed alumni of that college.

Furthermore, Bal Joghd (of Themel com) and his costthor
Bob Granger were selected for the prestgious Toay
Zeitoun Avrard for 2003 ICT (Informabion
Commurications Technology) stories competition The
article is entiiled “Thamel: reduang the social, cultural
anel economic cost of immigretion thy ough the power of
ICT.” Their article talks shout the genests of the
e-commerce in Mepal andits impact on social, culbural
end econumic lives of Nepdis both in Nepdl and abroard.

Vou cantread the article at:

icd orafbase/home
der the wigning stoy
section,
" Rejt Malalcar

% W community mmhef, Amit Aryal of Keizer

.+ married Srist Bhandan of Kathen andu in July 2003.
Ancther member, Surny Bee of Portfand married Nilam
Shregha of Darjeelinglast year. Owr congrahil ations and
best withes to the new couples

New Babies

NAO congratlates proud
parerds Bishdl endSharmila
Raghusbansh for the arrival of
their first son Bipin

Faghvibansh whowas bom on
Juby 14,2003,

HAD would dsolikeio
belatedy congratul ale Sushal
Aryat & Shovana Dixiton the
hirih of their second son,
Dievashis. Devahis was bomn
on November 2, 2002.
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Graduations

NAQ congratul aes Praveen Chalise for successfully completing
the MBA program from the Atldns Schodl of Business, Willemette
University in May 2003.

New Faces

NAO would like to welcome the following Nepalis in owr
community:

¢ Simrik Tuladhar, Conecordia
University

o Xeno Acharya Maunata
Maenandhat, & Prasanna Pandey,
ReedCollegs.

e Suruchi Singh the University of
Portlend

& Poojs Malakar, Lane Community
College, Eugene

o Surendra & Sgine Shakya

{ danghters Udima & Inike),

Tigard

Bijesh and Incira Praj epati (deughter Ing), Beaverion

Binits Ranjithar, Beaverton

Suhista Rarjitkar, Beaverlon

Shuddhodan Renjit’s parents Sharkar Men end Laxmi Devi

Ranjit are in town to vieit the Renjit Femily.

e o £ @

Raunivar Family Moves to Sealll

ormer NAQ exenitive commities member Darshan R suniyar

and his family have movedto Sesttle, Washingion As part of
his professionsl work, Darshan has been shutiling between Seatils
&nd Portland for the past several months, He was an active member
of our commuits and has contributed to M ameste publications in

the past Owr good wishes to the Raunivar
family. Ve will missthem.

ogy

f e apalogize for the mnadverient omissions of
aryr personal accomplishm ents in the

cur et as well as previous issuss, If you find any
omissions or mistakes, pleass infarm
ore of the members of the editorial
board

itorial Board

Aupama Shreshia
Daya Shekya
Kush Shrestha
Sagar Onta

ing Address

Hepali &ssodation of Oregen (M AC)
5232 HE Irving S5t
Portland OR 87213
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NAO needs your help in choosing from the following submitted logos. Please select
one of them and the winning logo will represent NAO starting from 2004,

Logo | Logo 2 Logo 3 Logo 4

Laf bl

i Nepali
Association of

Oregon Nepali Association of Cregon
' 4 i By o

Nepali Association of Oregon
5232 NE Irving St.

Portland, OR 97213




Nepali Association of Oregon
Survey of Member Expectations

June 20603

This survey is being conducted to help guide the executive committee in its future course of work. The executive committee is
committed to provide services that are desired by our members. So please take some moment to fill the survey and have your

say in the future of your organization, NAQ.

1. What activities you think NAQ should concentrate its efforts on? (Choose all that apply)

Help gain recognition for the Nepali community by participating in city/state/federal programs and/or by interacting
with local/national/international organizations.

Establish a stronger link with organizations in Nepal.

Organize programs to bring together all Nepalese living in Oregon and foster communication and friendship.
Organize programs to strengthen the culture and language of Nepal. ’

Organize programs to help rew Nepali coming to Oregon. ‘

Organize programs to provide econoemic help to Nepali in Oregon in need.

Recognize exceptional achievers in the community.

Others (please specify)

2. What do you expect to gain the most by being a member of NAO?

___ Interact with other Nepali and friends of Nepal

Teach your children about Nepali culture

__ Help Nepali communrity in Oregon and elsewhere

. Other (please specify)

3. What level of participation are you willing to give to NAO activities?

vnwEy

I will attend the activities when I can

I like to be kept informed of the NAO activities

I will provide some financial help to organize the NAO activities

1 am willing to volunteer my time to help organize the NAO events (Your Name )

4. What area of NAQ do you think requires improvement on?

Quality of programs .
Number of programs (___ More or
Variety of programs

Programs for young community members
Communications with members
Participation by members

Others (please specify)

Less)

5. What is the best way to communicate with you?

Email Phone Mail From www.nepaloregon.org web site

6. How do you rate the past performance of NAO?

A. Esxcellent
B. Average
C. Need some work

Other Comments:

Bhangalbad !l




NEPALI ASSOCIATION OF OREGON

) www.nepaloregon.org
IGENERAL MEMBERSHIP FORM|
First Name: MI; Last Name:
Spouse Name:
Full Mailing Address:
Phone Number: ( ) Email;
Membership Type (Circle One)
* Individual: $10.00/Yr
* Family: $25.00/Yr
Name of children : [1] Age: [2] Age:
[3] Age: 4] Ager
* Student: $5.00 /Yr
Name of School/Coliege/University:
Signature Date:
For official use only:
Membership Number: .................. Recetved Date: ........c.vvveeenens
Received by: ..ooooiiiiiiie Signature: .......oooviiiieniniinnn,
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