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1986 Dashain Highlight

Friends and Family of Nepalese community in Northwest
America:

It was our great pleasure to welcome you all at Vijaya
Dashami celebration in Portland, Oregon on October 3, 1998. A
total of 168 Nepalese and American families and friends from
Washington State and various parts of Oregon came to celebrate
the occasion. We would like to extend our gratitude to all of you
who found time to come and enjoy an evening of joyful events.

Cultural Programs: :

Many of you have called and e-mailed kindly to let us know
that you had a good time of fellowship. It was a great forum to
meet long lost friends and make many new ones; it also gave a
chance to share our cultural and social heritage with our new
American friends and families. The cultural program was a
success with such a diverse group of talents among us. Special
thanks to all participants of cultural program: Urmila Mali, Helen
Ward, Bernadine Mali, Tara Karki, Ms. Pema Sherpa, Daya
Shakya, Mitch Hass, Prasanna Pradhan, groups from Eugene,
Corvallis, Portland and Seattle, kids dual of Portland, Anik and
Akash, for their sweet presentation of “Resham Firiri.” If any of
the presentations has offended you, we would like to sincerely
apologize for that. Special care will be taken not to allow such
unwanted situations in our future gatherings. We would also like
to extend our very special thanks to the Master of Ceremony,
Anupama Shrestha, and Ashish Vaidya for providing an evening
of soothing Nepali music. Finally, the program would not have
been a success without your participation and without the
enthusiasm and collaborative efforts of many people, especiaily
the Shresthas and the Raghubanshas of Portland and the Vaidyas
and the Shresthas of Salem. Once again, we would like to thank
you ali on behalf of the organizing group of Subha Vijaya
Dashami, B.S. 2055.

Any comments/suggestions should be directed to:

Kush Shrestha Kshrest@Open.org

1325 Elser Dr. SE. You can also reach us on net;

Salem, OR 97302, www.teleport/~gurans/nepal
(Dashain Dinner and Expenditure, see page 2)

Classical Music Concert

This year we had a great opportunity for
listening to Nepali classical music and watch the
folk dances in Portland Oregon. We were
fortunate to have Prastar Classical Music Group
lead by Master Hoim Nath Upadhyaya, a well
known tabala player of Nepal. He presented
marvelous pieces of classical music in Tabla,
Madal, flute and Tanpura at Civic Hall in south-
cast Portland this summer, In the Program, Mrs.
Bina Upadhyaya’s presentation of the classical
Charya Dance in the form of Tantric Goddess
Bajra Yogini made the audience so devotional at
the beginning of the program and her presentation
of traditional, theoretical, and classical Kathak
Dance made the audience so quiet staring at her
gesture in the rhythm of tabla and flute. This is
what we call the magic of classical music. In the
same program Pramod Upadhyaya did not get
tired in presenting his slall of playing tabala along
with Master Hom Nath Upadhyaya in sequence of
rhythmic time. Similarly, the other artist Manosh
Singh’s presentation on flute was also unbitable.
In the mean time, the classical program moved to
modern stage by presenting dances based on folk
songs by Nilah Manandhar and Gaurishankar
Manandhar’s hilarious Newar songs made the
concert very interesting for three hours. Namaste
thanks Fifi Chumbek for her enthusiasm to invite
Master Homnath and family in Portland, and for
her hard work to make this program a remarkable
one.

Governor’s Bward
Believe it or not, a Nepali

student at Portland Community
College Mr. Amrit Aryal was
honored with the Oregon
Governor's Award on excellent
performance in educational career
last spring. Mr. Aryal is now a
chemical engineering student at
the Oregon State University.
Congratulation Amrit! And Good
luck for your future plan.
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Summer Picnic

This year the Nepali picnic was back to
the park. Even though the day was very
rough by whole day of rain Nepali friends
from Portland, Salem, Eugene, Corvallis,
Idaho and Seattle got together in Silver Falls
State Park with excitement to see each other
on Memorial Day week end. Due to fack of
volunteers the Nepali picnic had not taken
place for last couple of years. Let us thank
and express our appreciation to the
Shrestha and the Vaidya families in Salem
for their enthusiasm to organize this year’s
picnic as a unforgettable one.

Dashain Dinner and Expenditure:

We received payments from 164 adult guests. There were about 30 children under the
age of 10. Since more guests than we had expected showed up for the party, the food that
we had ordered was certainly not adequate. We contacted all of you for your participation
confirmation; some we did more than once, others we couid not reach due to lack of up-
to-date contact addresses. In any event, we apologize for any inconvenience the shortage
of food might have caused. Had we received the prior confirmations, such inconveniences
counid have been casily avoided. An income and expenditure summary is given below:

31640
$1703
($63)

Income:

Expenditure:

Difference™®:
*The organizing group
has paid the difference.

Expenditure:

Food $1100 (65%)

Hall Rent 3 280 (16%)

Supplies** $ 323 (19%)
© Total 31703

#%(Drinks, Snacks, Utensils,Decoration, eic.)

South Asia Newsletter

If vou would like to know the program
and projects on South Asia center at the
University of Chicago you may contact
QOutreach Educational project and south Asia
resource center at the University by sending
an e-mail to south-asia~outreach@chicago.
edu for a copy of the South Asia Newsletter.

NEWAAH VIINAAN

The second issue of the journal of
Newar studies(Newaah Vijiiaan) will
be out soon with lots of information
on studies on Newars as well as
highlights on activities around the
world. For more information on the
Jjournal and to reserve a copy in
advance send an e-mail fo the editor
at drasha@aol.com.

Eugene-Kathmandu Sister City News
Eugene Celebration Parade

It was a great excitement for Asholc,
Aruna, Amita, Sangita, Paras, Raju and
Ashish the Nepalese students living in
— Eugene including the President of the
Eugene-Kathmandu Eungene Sister city

committee Sean Edward and other
Members of the committee on having
opportunity to participate in the Eugene
Celebration Parade in Nepalese costumes
and holding Nepali flag to deliver
Namaste greetings to Eugeniens, Thanks
guys ! Keep it up with your enthusiasm!

Nepali Dhaaraa in Eugene

In active participation of Sean
Edward, the President of Eugene-
Kathmandu Sister city foundation,
a beauftifully carved stone dhaaraa
(stone tap) was installed in Meteri
Bagaichaa (Friendship Garden} at
the city hall in Eugene, Oregon.
The dhaaraa was presented by the
Kathmandu chapter of the sister
city committee during the exchange
of official delegation between
Kathmandu and Fugene,

Tihar and Bhintunaa Celebration
On Oct. 25th Sunday the Second
Annual Bhintunaa Program o mark the
Nepal Sambat New year 1119, and the
Tihar festival were celebrated in Portland

Pasni

Every Year Nepali people in Portland get together for the celebration of cultural
occasions. In the last couple of years we had opportunity of getting together for a few
wedding parties. This year we were fortunate to welcome new born babies among Nepali
communities. Beginning from the ‘baby shower’ which is an American tradition, to post
birth purification and rice feeding ceremonial occasions (Shubha Anna Prashan Murhut
or Pasni) which brought many of Nepalese friends together to bless Nishchal Lal Mali son
of Raju and Minu Mali in Hillsboro, as well as the twin babies Arya and Reesab Pathak
the Daughter and Son of Bimal and Roopa Pathak in Camas, Washington. Namaste
congratulates both couples for new born babies.

with great enthusiasm to draw attention
on the cultural heritage of Nepalese
people, On the occasion the President of
the Nepal American Council( NAC) and
the Ex-president of the Nepa Paasaa
Puchah in America (NPPA) Dr, Tulsi
Maharjan expressed his gratitude on
having opportunity to participate the
Bhintunaa program in the west coast, -
He mentioned that the Bhintunaa was
first organized in 1990 with a small
group of interested people in
Washington DC. Now this program has
been taking place as an important
gathering for lots of Nepalese people
living in the United States to preserve
the cultural heritage and exchange the
Bhintunaa with message of cultural
awareness fo the young generation. He
is very encouraged on seeing Portland
residents’s enthusiasm to mark this new
year day. In the occasion Architect and
artist David Vala presented a pectacular
slide show on art and architecture of the
Kathmandu Valley. It was a great
feeling of Tihar when men and woman
in the group presented the Deosay and
the Bhaileni songs on this occasion,
Thanks to Dewakar, Achyut, Yam,
Bidhan, Narayan and Daya for Deosay
songs, and Helen, Bernadine, Minu,
Sangita, Sachita, Nilah and Manorama
for Bhaileni songs. At the end Mrs.
Helen Ward expressed her sincere
thanks to organizing group and wished
for large number of participation in the
coming years on this kind of program.
The delicious mouth watering
traditional Newar style samay baji feast
was served.
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Nepali Folk Dances
An eight year old Nepali gir!

Nilah Manandhar presented
excellent Nepalif Folk dances in
the 13th Asian Celebration in
Fugene QOregon this year in
i“ebruary. Watching her dances
the audience made a very
remarkable comment on her
terrific presentation of Nepali
culture. She could be a star in the
Juture if she keeps her practice
alive. Well done ! Nilah don’t give
up participating in such functions.

Barichi Period

An e-mail message of Badri Kumari
Manandhar’s demise at the age 61 badly
shook the Manandhar family in Portland
on 30th of September 1998. The sad
news spread out in the community with
deep grief during the Dasain period. He
was planning to participate actively
during the Dasain cuitural program.
Namaste prays for peace to departed soul
and patience for deceased family, Itisa
tradition for Nepalese men to stay in
mourning dress for one vear wearing
whites when either one of the parents
passes away. This is known as the
Barkhi. This Barkhi period is applied to

Nepalese woman only when her beloved
husband passes away.

Nepalko Bhojan
To be involved in the

community is not only standing in
Jront of a mike and giving a
speech. There are many other
ways. A good example was
demonstrated by Mali Family of
Portland who were active in
setting up Nepali Food booth
Nepal ko Bhojan in the 13th Asian
Celebration in Eugene. Their
participation in the celebration
made many friends familiar with
Nepali taste of food, eventhough
they have not been to Nepal yel. It
was fun for the Mali family to
know lots of people through the
booth and say “Would you like to
try a sample of Nepali food? Lets
make Nepal known to all by
various ways.

Appreciation

Namaste appreciates the
Shrestha family of Salem for their
curiosity on discontinuing condition
of this Newsletter. Let us thank
them for their support to bring this
issue to you.

New Faces in Oregon

Pratistha Ranjit, Pratish Dongol,
Krishna Madya Maharjan, Paras Shrestha,
Raju Shrestha, Rajesh Sharma, Pramod
Parajuli, Amrit Aryal. Achyut Baskota,
Narayan Neupane, Suresh and Sapana
Acharva. Please welcome new friends in
our community.

News for sharing

If you know any news that should be
pass on to other friends please let us know
by calling at 282-0447 or e-mail at drasha
@ aol.com
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